any years ago in Eastern

Galicia, there was a small
farming village. Anti-Semitism was
common in those times and when
the dead body of a gentile farmer
was found, the Jewish community
was immediately blamed. A Jewish
innkeeper was accused and thrown
into prison until his case could be
decided.

he son of the innkeeper decided

to travel to the great R’ Benzion
and told the pr1y his bitter tale. He
explained how there were three
farmers who were after the
murdered man’s blood and that his
father had been blamed for an act
which had probably been
committed by one of these men.

4

Benzion told the son “Hurry

home at once. You must arrive
before the farmer’s funeral. Tell the
judge who is going to decide this
case to take my suggestion and ask
the four men - your father and the
three farmers - to shake the dead
man’s hand. The one whose hand
will become stuck to the dead
man'’s is the guilty party.”

he son obeyed his instructions
and hurried back to his home

town. The judge was surprised at
the strange plan but having heard
of R’ Benzion and his reputation he
decided to do as he had said.

he whole town had come to

watch the strange affair take
place, including the presiding judge.
First the Jewish farmer stepped up
and shook the corpse's hand and
was able to remove his own without
any difficulty. Next came one of the
three farmers, who did the same. A
second also did so. When the third
approached the dead man, he could
not bring himself to touch the hand
and screamed out how he was
afraid, lest it take revenge! He then
confessed to the murder of the
gentile farmer in front of everyone.

he Jewish innkeeper was freed
at once and a great own wiip
took place. Everyone saw how
through R’ Benzion’s wisdom and

sagacity, own revealed the truth.
D> nwx1a - oTnank benvnY

“In order to rescue him from
their hands” - Bereshis 37:22

Adapted from “'Stories my
grandfather told me, Bereishis”
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We see the beginning of the "2
Sxw's descent to Egypt in this

nw1o and how ‘n brings about the
start of the prophecy he had foretold
to omax: Myar o " - “Your
descendants will be strangers.”

Once the brothers decided to
throw qor in the pit instead of
killing him, the ;oo states:

D nwx1a -t oDmana P pymam”

“The pit was empty, there was
no water in it” Bereshis
37:24

Rashi says, citing .22 97T naw xny,
that although the pit was dry,
there were snakes and scorpions at
the bottom. The mmpr ny1 notes that
the phrase “empty” implies that
there was nothing in the pit. If that
was the case, why did the pwoo also
say “there was no water in it”. From
this we can see that there must have
been snakes and scorpions in the pit.

Both the n”"ann and n"awn explain
that the brothers didn't throw
qor into a pit full of water because
had they done so, qor would surely
have drowned. They did not intend
to kill him. The n"am is implying a
question here: surely if the brothers
followed nmn's advice to sell qonr,

" own awm npno nn1 'on

why did they put him in a pit full of
snakes? Under normal circumstances
he would definitely have been killed.

f they had changed their mind and

it was their intention for qor to die
in the pit, surely they would have
seen the great miracle that had been
done to him when he survived in the
snakes' lair? Would they not have
realised that he was indeed a py
1 to merit this to happen and that
they had judged him wrongly?

he 1"ann derives from this that

the brothers didn't know about
the snakes; they thought that the pit
was completely empty just like the
simple translation of the poo.

he pwoo says -an

definite article “n” prefix to show
that this pit was very deep.
According to this understanding of
the poo, «jor would not have been
able to escape. Perhaps the depth of
the pit led the brothers to believe
that the pit was indeed empty, and
o1 was not endangered.

with the

his was all planned out by ‘n for

the good and =jor was destined
to provide for his brothers as viceroy
over Egypt.

By Shmuel Korn



n'wxI2 - Y Mayn yaxn "nai ana-0”
W0 :n

\ For indeed I was kidnapped
from the land of the
Hebrews” - Bereshis 40:15

In this p1oo, after qor has asked
ny1o’s former butler if he could
put in a good word with his
master, qor informs the man that
he was kidnapped from the “land
of the Hebrews”.

he -ay nYm oo explores a

deeper intent of the pioo. He
points out that the wrpn Nmir says
that this poo is the reason why
120 nwn didn’t merit to be buried
in Y%~ yax, unlike qor who was
buried in now. This is because
when nwn heard the daughters of
nn~ tell their father how an “wrx
x¢n”, an Egyptian man, saved
them from the shepherds, he was
silent and did not interject “ay
Dik”, “I am in fact a Jew”. qonr
does just the opposite in our pioy,
proudly stating his ancestral home
and the land of his antecedents.
Hence, he merited to be buried
inside Sk~ yax.

But the "a¥ nom asks, why was

e answers as follows. Hashem
later says to Moshe,

DWINN 9D N D anmen 2w 7
“qwo1 nx Dwpann

\ Go return to Egypt because
all the people who were
seeking your life have died”

From there, S“tn learned the
rule that it is forbidden for a
man to go to a dangerous place.
This can also be proven from what
xan Yxnw  replied to Hashem
saying, “mnm %Xy ynen Hx R,
“How shall I go? For if Shaul hears
he will kill me”.

ith this knowledge we can

finally understand nwn’'s
puzzling actions. nwn was fearful
to say “oax may”, because nn» was
one of ny1o’s advisers, and nwn
was worried that he might be
handed over to nyo - a situation
into which Hashem had forbidden
him to place himself. Even so, for
a man of nwn's unsurpassed
calibre this behaviour caused him
to lose the privilege of being
buried in Sxwwr yax. qor on the
other hand had no such threat of
imminent danger and therefore

nwn, of all people, known as proudly indicated his Jewish
XN NI, “master  of  all background.
prophets”, ashamed to reveal that . o
he was a Jew at that point? By Yedidya Livingstone
Correction

Last week we printed an article entitled ™1 ax pn¥*'s Outlook on Life.” The
title should have been 2py~ instead of pny".

n . ™nwxia - INx Xy My 1oom”?
X2 O nwx1a - tYrnxoa -t axapm”

av Yosef Dov Soloveitchik in

his classic work "1n na, notes
the fact that in regard to the first
of aqo1r’s dreams when the sheaves
of corn bowed down to him, we
are told his brothers hated him. In
the second dream, the stars
bowed down to him out of
jealousy. Why is there a difference
in their attitudes between the first
dream and the second?

He explains that the dream
regarding the sheaves
represented material wealth, and
that he would be superior to his
brothers in wealth and money,
with them relying on him for food.
In this case, however, there was
no jealousy as they all knew that it
was spirituality that mattered. The
dream with the stars, by contrast
represented spiritual superiority.
For that they did not hate him, but
instead, they were jealous.
Spiritual heights were what the
other brothers really strived for.

his explanation also helps us
understand the motives of
Qor’s brothers better. The
traditional interpretation is that

they were angry because qo1 was
being arrogant about his dreams.
In addition, they were jealous of
the way apy~ favoured him over all
the other brothers. They would
have been prepared to kill him had
they not backed out at the last
minute.

We need to bear in mind who
these people were. These
are the sons of wax apy, the
grandsons of max pny, the great-
grandsons of 1max nnnax who was
the greatest man of his eral They
can't have been operating on
simple hatred.

he explanation of the "% nma

reveals their true intentions;
they did not hate him, but rather
were frightened that they may
have to pay tribute to qor as their
spiritual leader. This is the
explanation for what would appear
to be seemingly out-of-character
acts committed by people on such
a high spiritual level.

With thanks to Rabbi D Rowe

Quote of the Week

“A soft tongue can break bones”
-10:00"Ywn

Riddle of the Week

When, if ever, was it permissible for a healthy person to eat on 9> D1"?

Answer to last week's riddle: If one hears a T that he is certain is correct
he may say it in the name of a Y)1Ta even if this is untrue - but only if it

wasn't heard in another ")172's name and people wouldn't accept the
alocho if it wasn't quoted from a great authority.




