
A Source of Hope 

Ma’aseh 

In the Beis Medrash (Study Hall) of R' Chaim 

of Sanz, it was the custom to study late into 

the night. In fact, it was something that the 

Rebbe expected of his closest students since 

there is no time more conducive for produc-

tive Torah learning than the night.  

One late night, after many consecutive hours 

of uninterrupted study, the students became 

weary. They began to shmooze (converse) 

amongst themselves. When Torah scholars 

start shmoozing they don't talk about just 

anything! What do they talk about? Stories 

of the Tzaddikim, the holy and righteous 

Rebbes who founded and fostered the Chas-

sidic movement.  

Then, suddenly R' Chaim walked into the 

study hall. Immediately he perceived that the 

students had already stopped studying. 

"And what is this shmoozing about?", he 

questioned them. Embarrassed as they were, 

they had no choice but to 'confess'. The old-

est of the the group found to the courage to 

stammer, "We..we..we..were tr...tr..trading 

stories of Tza..tza..addikim". "Is that so...", 

asked the Rebbe, "then I also have a story to 

share."  

"There once was, maybe there still is, a huge 

bird who lived on a desert isle and his name 

is the "Fah". The Fah was afflicted with pain-

ful and unseemly sores all over his legs. 

Sometimes he would look at his legs and 

sink into utter desperation because of the 

terrible sores and he would contemplate 

hurling himself in the sea. Finally he decides, 

he takes off into flight and prepares himself 

for his last moments before hurtling into the 

depths. As his last moment of life ap-

proaches, he all of a sudden catches a 

glimpse of his outstretched wings, skilfully 

manoeuvring the air currents, their multicol-

oured feathers glistening and glimmering in 

the sunlight. He feels unexpectedly revived, 

his desire for life surges through him and the 

Fah changes course, now soaring higher and 

higher into the skies with renewed enthusi-

asm and joy."  

"So it is with us", R' Chaim reflected. "When 

we look at ourselves and our deeds we can 

easily come to despair. How small and insig-

nificant we are. How much potential have we 

wasted, how many precious hours and min-

utes have we let slip through our fingers 

with nothing accomplished. However, when 

we tell stories of our Tzadikkim and reflect 

on their lives and deeds, we become re-

freshed, we are reminded just what a Jew 

can become. We once again have hope!"  
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  The Gemorah in Masechta Yoma explains 

how mould will grow on evil names as they 

rot away and we do not use their names. 

The question is therefore raised as to why 

we call this weekõs Sedra- Parsha Korach, 

after such a wicked man who tried to over-

turn Moshe? 

 

  The Rambam explains that any type of 

person whose spirit inspires him and he 

resolves to set himself aside from worldly 

pursuits and stand before Hashem to work 

as his minister, to work for and know Him 

and acts on himself in a morally upright 

manner, in which he discards all the con-

cerns people are normally preoccupied 

with, then he will attain the 'holy of holies' 

I.e. the spiritual level of high priest.  

 

  Korach was indeed wicked in his deeds, 

but he nevertheless harboured this desire, 

explained by the Rambam, in which every 

Jewish person should try to emulate. 

 

  Korach was not corrupt in his ideology, 

but in his method of implementing it.  

 

  Rashi explains how Moshe confirms that 'I 

too want it' ð Korach's to be a leader. How-

ever, Korach's fault was in the attempt to 

achieve his goal by usurping Moshe, rather 

then following him. 

  A further question can be asked as to why 

the Parsha goes through such extensive 

details on Korach's mistakes, rather then 

his good intentions? We are even warned 

about how to not be like Korach! Where is 

the lesson of 'good' written? 

 

  We can learn two things from Korach; 

firstly, we should learn from Korach's de-

sire for spirituality, but do so in a correct 

manner and secondly, to learn the power-

ful lesson of punishment and reward. That 

is, when we are placed in this world, we 

have the free choice and and may choose 

to act cleverly or foolishly. Hashem has 

granted us the greatest possible gift ð free 

will - to strive for holiness by utilising our 

own talents and skills for good on our 

own. 

 

  In this we learn that if Korach can fail to 

such an extent, we can succeed to a 

greater extent as the freedom is in our 

hands and is available to us all. 

With this in mind, we should all try emu-

late the positive example of Korach and 

each be a leader on our own accord to 

bring Moshiach and aim to all be the 

'highest priests' we can be in his time of 

coming! 

 

By Daniel Lefkowitz,  

Adapted from Sichos of the Rebbe  
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The Meaning of Preyer 
D’var Torah 

And he (Moshe) said to G-d, ñDo not attend to their offering. I have not carried off one of their donkeys nor 

have I offended even one of themò.     (Bamidbar 16:15) 

  Mosheôs plea is difficult to under-

stand. Why did he have to pray to 

Hashem to request that Hashem 
should not accept the offering of 

Korach. Since Moshe knew that 

Korach was defying the divine will, 

was is it not to be taken for granted 

that Hashem would not accept his of-

fering? It seems as if the reasoning 

that Moshe gave for asking G-d to ig-

nore Korachôs offering is irrelevant. 
What difference would it have made if 

Moshe had received some slight per-

sonal benefit or had offended one of 

them, the fact remains that Korach 

was not rebelling against Moshe and 

Aaron, but rather against the word of 

Hashem. Moshe knew this to be the 
fact as he says ñTherefore You and 

your community have assembled 

against G-d. (16:11). This is an even 

stronger reason why Korachôs offer-

ing should be rejected. 

 

  The effectiveness of prayer is some-

thing which is not easily explained. It 

is a mitzvah to pray but how and why 

does it work. If it is the will of 

Hashem that someone is afflicted with 

an illness, will someone praying for 

him cause God to change his mind? 

Or will my asking Hashem for success 

cause him to give me something that 
he might not have given me other-

wise? Is the divine will subject to 

change due to someoneôs interven-

tion?  
 

  While some aspects of prayer may 

be beyond our grasp, one of the expla-

nations is that prayer is not intended 

to bring about a change in G-d but in 

the person making the request. Our 

praying should stimulate us to think, 

what right do I have to approach G-d? 
How do I merit that my prayers 

should be answered? This should lead 

one to reflect on oneself, and doing a 

thorough soul searching should bring 

about constructive changes in oneôs 

character and appreciation of G-dôs 

bounty. We can now understand that 
Moshe, finding himself in a state of 

distress, did what the Torah pre-

scribes: he prayed for divine assis-

tance. His prayer resulted in a soul 

searching list and he saw that he had 

not been remiss; he had not done any-

thing to provoke the rebellion.   

  Moshe Rabbeinuôs prayer, as with 

any sincere prayer was not intended to 

bring about any change in G-d, but 

rather in himself.      

 
Adapted from Rabbi Twerski, Living Each 

Week, 

 

BY Asher Weisz 

Great Choices 

Riddle for the Week  

How old was Korach when he died? 
 (Answer in next weekôs Living Torah)  

 

Answer to Last Weeks Riddles  

 

A) Which 60 ôgreat onesô learnt whilst Shlomo slept in his room? 
- 60 Melochim, -each in correspondence with one letter from the 60 letters in the blessing of the Kohanim. 

 

B) When baking bread, a certain size must be removed (challa). When baking for oneself, this is a 24th, however when 

made by a baker, only one 48th is taken. Why the difference in size? 

Rashi says how a person must give enough for a portion, as a baker bakes more, he needs to give a smaller percentage 

  

If you have a riddle or Jewish joke you would like to share with the living torah readers, please email us at: 

LIVINGTORAH@HASMONEAN.CO.UK  

 

  Korach is a classic example of a person 
with great potential, who made wrong 
decisions. The Sages tell us that Korach 
was a wise man. He was chosen to be 
one of the select few who were spiritually 
fitting to carry the Ark of the Covenant. 
The Zohar tells us that of all the Tribe of 
Levi, he was the one with the greatest 
potential. That's pretty high praise, espe-
cially when we remember that Moses 
and Aaron themselves were from the 
T r i b e  o f  L e v i . 

   

  And yet, Korach starts up a dispute with 
Moses, and ends up being swallowed by 
the earth. What went wrong? 
Actually, the question itself is wrong. 
Nothing "went" wrong. Korach had free 
will and he "chose" wrong. There is no 
determinism. Korach was not caught up 
in a wave of events over which he had 
no control. Korach made some very bad 
decisions. He became incredibly wealthy, 
but the wealth led him to arrogance. It's 
common for that to happen, but it was 
still a choice. Korach's arrogance made 
him feel that he was not given enough 
honor, and he made another choice to 
enter into a dispute with Moses. From 

the beginning to end, he was making his 
o w n  c h o i c e s . 

 
  This week's Torah portion begins with 
the word vayikach, "and he took." Korach 
took that which was not his. He "took" it - 
a c t i v e l y  a n d  c o n s c i o u s l y . 
Shakespeare is wrong when he says 
"some are born great" and "some have 
greatness thrust upon them." People only 
"achieve greatness" through their 
choices. Greatness through birth, and 
greatness thrust upon a person, are only 
greatness in potential. True greatness 
must be achieved. Korach was great in 
potential. But he chose wrong and had 
o n l y  h i m s e l f  t o  b l a m e . 

 

  The same is true of all of us. When we 
do not achieve the spiritual and moral 
heights we may aspire to, we can blame 
circumstance; we can blame upbringing; 
we can blame nature. Ultimately, though, 
we are responsible for our own choices. 
Conversely, when and if we achieve 
greatness, it is ours and ours alone - be-
cause we will only have "achieved" it, 
with the Almighty's help, through our own 
efforts and our own choices. 

D’var Torah 


