Pinchas

Mishnayot

Naw naon

Finally, we are moving on from the intricate dis-
cussion concerning heating water on Shabbat! In
Mishna Shishi of Perek Gimmel, Messechet
Shabbat, we will talk about Muktzeh.

We may not place a pot or container underneath a
leaking oil lamp to catch the oil which drips. The
Gemara provides two explanations as to why this
would be forbidden:

Firstly, the Rav who taught our Mishna held that
one may not move, even a permitted object, for
the sake of something Muktzeh. The oil in the
lamp was set aside for the mitzvah of Shabbat
candles. Even that which leaks out was desig-
nated for this purpose and consequently, moving
a pot to catch it is moving a non-Muktzeh item to
catch and ‘help’ a Muktzeh thing.

Alternatively, since the oil is Muktzeh, putting oil
in the pot will make it Muktzeh. This is forbidden
as it is considered like cementing an object be-
cause it cannot be moved for the rest of Shabbat.
This would be a reason to forbid making this
utensil Muktzeh.

The Mishna continues that if on Friday one
placed the pot underneath the lamp, he need not
move it. (However, according to the Tosaphot
Yom Tov, one should not do this ideally. It is
only permitted Bedieved. Lechatchila it may not
be done.)

But, if one did put it there before Shabbat, one
still may not use the oil which had been set aside
for Shabbat.

Shabbat Shalom

‘Parasha Digest — Pinchas

mwxa: Pinchas gets a reward for his actions at the
end of last week’s Sedra; he and his descendents
are made Kohanim. Moshe is commanded to take
a census of all males over the age of 20.

»1w: Bnei Yisrael are counted and the totals for
each of the 12 tribes are given with the grand
total at 601,730. Shevet Levi are not included in
this census.

whw: Eretz Yisrael is to be divided amongst
everyone who was counted and each tribe’s por-
tion is determined by a lottery. Shevet Levi is
now counted and there are 23,000 Leviim over
the age of one month. The daughters of Tzelof-
chad came to Moshe and said that their father had
died leaving behind only daughters and they
wanted to receive their father’s portion in Eretz
Yisrael. Moshe asks Hashem on their behalf.

y°17: Hashem agrees to the request. Moshe is
then told the laws of inheritance. Hashem then
tells Moshe to climb to the top of Har Avarim,
where he can see Eretz Yisrael before he dies,
Hashem then asks Moshe to publicly appoint
Yehoshua as his successor.

*wnn: The Korbanot that were offered up in the
Mishkan are detailed, including the Tamid and
the Mussafin (additional offerings) offered up on
Shabbat and on Yom Kippur.

sww: The Korbanot of Pesach, Shavout, Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur are discussed as are
some of the halachot of these Chaggim.

svaw: The Korbanot offered on Sukkot and
Shemini Atseret are detailed.

The Living Torah team would like to congratulate Rafi Stemmer in his position as the new Head Boy and
his deputies Oliver Garbacz and Shmuel Ebert. We wish them Mazal Tov and Hatzlacha Raba in the com-
ing year.
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342 Pinchas 5770

“ 1 remember when.....”

I remember clearly the first time 1 put on my
Tefillin as a Bar Mitzvah boy - some time ago
now! I remember clearly the Shul I was stand-
ing in at the time, where 1 was standing, and
how carefully 1 took the Tefillin out of the bag,
and gently unwrapped them and with great con-
centration put them on after saying the Bro-
chos with great Kavonoh.

The reason this comes to mind, is because Par-
shas Pinchos is my Bar Mitzvah Sedrah...

IT we're honest with ourselves - do we always
put on the Tefillin with that same intensity - or
are there occasions when on taking the Tefillin
off we can't remember having put them on?

The Torah warns us that doing a Mitzvah ‘by
habit’ is not how it should be done. In the sec-
ond paragraph of the Shema, the Torah says
that the Mitzvos should be done ‘Hayom' - to-
day - as if the Mitzvah has just been given to
you today.

Our Chachomim tell us that one reason we need
to go to sleep each night, is that we should ap-
preciate life each day when we wake up - and
begin every day with a heartfelt ‘Modeh Ani..’ 1
thank You Hashem for renewing my Neshama to
me, with the opportunity to perform the Mitz-
vos for the very first time.... today!

Aharon Hakohen is praised in Sedra Va'-
Eschanan by the Torah for lighting the Meno-
rah as Hashem commanded him - meaning that
Aharon lit the Menorah for 40 years with the
same enthusiasm as he did on the very first
day!

Likewise in this Sedrah, this message is re-
peated. The Torah describes the Mitzvah of
the Korban Tamid - [28:6] “A regular offering
such as was made at Mt Sinai.....”.

Rav Yosef Salant points out that the reference
to Mt Sinai is to remind us to fulfil the daily
sacrifices [and all Mitzvos] with the same en-
thusiasm as we did at Mt. Sinai when the Mitz-
vah was first given to us.

Many commentaries point out that the faces of
the Cherubim fashioned from the covering of
the Aron Hakodesh had the faces of children -
but surely it would be more fitting if the faces
were those of two elderly Sages? The answer
given is, to teach us that when it comes to
learning Torah and fulfilling Mitzvos we should
always consider ourselves as children, with a
sense of wonderment and enthusiasm.

So let us take the message of the Korban
Tamid to heart - by reminding ourselves of the
how we accepted the Torah and Mitzvos at Mt.
Sinai, and always try to be a ‘Bar Mitzva boy’
not only on ‘the day’ - but each and every day,
and show Hashem how much we appreciate the
opportunity to be able to learn Torah and ob-
serve Mitzvos each day of our lives.

The Kohanim began the Temple service each
day by clearing the ashes from the Altar
[Terumas Hadeshen] - the ashes represent the
achievements of the previous day, which need
to be cleared away to make way for what we
hope to achieve today.

By Rabbi B. Katz - Shabbat Shalom



Story

The Secret Benefactor

A young kollel fellow who did not possess his own
apartment moved to the northern city of Tsefas so
that the burden his parents had assumed to pay the
high rental fees for his apartment in Bnei Brak
would be eased.

One day, the new landlord came to discuss a delicate
matter. In a subdued tone of voice, he explained that
since he was undergoing very difficult times, he
must ask the young man to vacate the apartment as
someone else had offered a substantially higher rate
of rent for the flat than what he was currently get-
ting. While expressing his great sympathy for the
young man’s situation, and acknowledging that he
would face tough times trying to find similar quar-
ters at the rental fee he was paying, he explained
that extenuating circumstances had left him no
choice. However, he did grant the young man a
sufficient period of time in which to find alternative
lodgings.

The young student was devastated. The single rea-
son for moving to this distant city was to reduce his
rent cost and save financially. Now he felt like the
rug was being pulled from beneath him. Not only
would he not have gained anything but he would
have actually lost money, due to the great cost of
moving his items from apartment to apartment,
prices that his parents could not afford.

A friend advised that since the landlord had some
affiliation with the Chassidus of Ger, the kollel fel-
low should travel to Yerushalayim to discuss his
predicament with the Gerrer Rebbe. Despite the fact
that the young man had no involvement with Ger
whatsoever, he accepted the advice and made the
journey, to try his luck with the Rebbe.

Arriving in Yerushalayim, he went directly to the
home of the Gerrer Rebbe, Harav Pinchas Men-
achem Alter, and awaited his turn. As always, the
line was long and after a couple of hours waiting, he
was ready to leave in frustration. He did, however,

persevere and was eventually ushered into the
Rebbe’s study. It was the first time in his life that
the man had ever been face to face with a Chassidic
leader and it was only natural that he was quite nerv-
ous and apprehensive. His anxiety, though, did not
last for long, for immediately upon his entrance the
Rebbe welcomed him with a broad, friendly smile,
thereby conveying his delight at the sight of his new
visitor.

The Rebbe began by asking some general ques-
tions. Then he turned to specifics regarding the
young man’s learning, his family, and his financial
situation. Feeling at ease, the young man was able to
articulate his particular problem, regarding the
apartment in Tzefas, in an orderly fashion.

The Rebbe expressed great empathy for his diffi-
culty, offering much-needed encouragement to with-
stand the challenge, and blessed him with success.
Several days passed and the first of the month ar-
rived. As usual, the landlord came to collect the rent
and the young man paid the amount he had paid
previously. No one mentioned the impending move.
The following month the same experience recurred
with neither of them referring to the move. With the
pressure easing, the young man and his family felt
some sense of calm. For the most part, the apartment
issue was forgotten.

A long time later, while paying his rent, the young
man reminded himself of the crisis he had faced
earlier. As a matter of curiosity, he asked the land-
lord what in essence had taken place that made the
entire issue disappear.

“Oh, it’s simple,” the landlord said straightfor-
wardly. “Every month | receive a check from Rabbi
Alter to make up the difference in rent. You really
don’t have to worry, since the checks arrive in a
timely punctual fashion.”

Adapted from “‘Noble Lives, Noble Deeds I1I’, Dovid
Silber)

Dvar Torah

A Time & A Place
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“Pinchas the son of Elazar the son of Aaron the
Kohen has turned My anger away from the children
of Israel by his zealously avenging Me among them,

so that I did not destroy the children of Israel be-
cause of My zeal.”

(Pinchas 25:11)

Rashi comments, 17w *5% 131757 17738 12 YR 12 OMD
MR AR QWD AT LI J2 AR MK D720 OIS
N7 K2 290 ORIV VAW XOWI 3N AT A0 29V
IR R 0

Pinchas the son of Elazar the son of Aaron the
Kohen: Since the tribes were disparaging him, say-
ing, ““have you seen the son of Puti, whose mother’s
father [Jethro] fattened (o3 calves for idols™ (See
Rashi, Exod. 6:25), and who killed a chieftain of an
Israelite tribe? For this reason, Scripture traces his
pedigree to Aaron.

Rav Yonasan Eibshutz raises a question on this
Rashi. Why were they making fun of him? Weren’t
they aware that Zimri was, in fact, chayav misah
(deserving of death)?

He answers that they accepted that Zimri was cha-
yav misah, but the reason they had not gone ahead
and killed him themselves, was because they said,
“If a great man kills him, then there’s no Kiddush
Hashem (sanctification of God’s name); we’re great
and you’re not, so we let you kill him”. The Torah
disagrees with them and tells us that he actually was
great. The Torah goes on to say that they were just
using it as an excuse and after 120, they will have
nothing to say.

Yirmiyahu 1:6, 1:7 states, >Ry 73777 278 10'K)
P27 v 127 And | said, “Alas, O Lord God!

-927P XX 1 o nX)And the Lord said to me; Say
not, “I am a youth,” for wherever | send you, you
shall go, and whatever I command you, you shall
speak.

R Nosson Vachtvogel comments, “How many ge-
dolei hador (Torah giants) have we lost, how many
tzadikkim (righteous people) have we forfeited,
because they didn’t hear al tomar naar onochi.”

We need to remember the concept of “bishvili nivra
ha’olam’. Each person should think that the world
was created just for him and all the other people,
and everything around him, was created for the sole
purpose of populating his world.

Gemara Gittin 56 says that Reb Zecharia Ben Avku-
los’ humility caused the destruction of second tem-
ple. Bar Kamtza, looking for revenge against the
Jewish people, told the Caesar that if he (the Caesar)
sent an animal to the Jews as a gift, they would re-
fuse to bring it as a Korban (offering to God). The
Caesar, sceptical, sent an animal as a gift to the
Jews, and told them to bring it as a Korban. Bar
Kamtza damaged the lip of the animal so that it
would be invalid to be brought as an Korban, and
Reb Zecharia refused to bring the imperfect animal
as a Korban. They couldn’t kill Bar Kamtza even
though he would tell the Caesar that the Jews re-
jected his offering. The Rabbis didn't step up and
give orders to accept the offering or reject it and
have Bar Kamtza killed. The quiet ‘sitting back and
doing nothing’ caused the destruction.

There is a time and place for everything. There is a
time to be humble and keep your opinion to your-
self, and there is a time to stand up and be counted.
Shabbat Shalom

By gtorah.com

Thought for the Week

“7I7 Q1IN PITTN RYN M PNTNWR”

A woman of valour is not likely to be ‘found’ and gained as a wife without effort, but she can be ‘bought’ and acquired in
marriage by great striving and exertion: for she is more inaccessible and elusive than precious pearls.

Riddle for the Week

Who cares about invitations?
(Answer in next week’s Living Torah)

Answer To Last Week’s Riddle:
Q: Always there, from afternoon, Waiting for a time quite soon. When the thing will open wide, What came out
from the inside?
A: The mouth of the donkey, the mouth of the earth, and the mouth of Miriam's well were all created Friday
afternoon.
I




